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“The Siddantha Shikhamani gives a fanciful interpretation of word, “Vira”
as being composed of ‘vi’ meaning knowledge of identity with brahmanand ‘Ra’ as
meaning someone who takes pleasure in such knowledge. But such an etymology,
accepting it to be correct, would give the form “Vira” and not “\Veera”. No explana-
tion is given as how “Vi’ standing for *Vidya’, would lengthen its vowel into “Vee’. I,
therefore, find it difficult to accept this etymological interpretation as justifying the
application of the word “\eera” to Veera Saiva. Moreover, most systems to Vedantic
thought could be called Veera in such an interpretation, for most types of Vedanta
would feel enjoyment and bless in true knowledge of identity. The word “Vira” would
thus not be a distinctive mark by which we could distinguish Vira-Saivas from the
adherents of other religions. Most of the Agamic Saivas also would believe in the
ultimate identity of individuals with Brahman or Siva.”

(A History of Indian Philosophy, Vol. V, pp. 44-45)
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